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DIFFICULTIES OF SECURING VITAL STATISTICS
AND OF REGULATING MIDWIVES
To the Editor:\p=m-\As an illustration of the difficulties of
securing birth and death registration, I am enclosing copy
of a certificate of death received at our office, which we
afterward found to be due to hydrocephalus, the physician
being, as stated, in the war. The spelling is exactly as given:
this deth wos from magnesium of the bran the Dr wated on this child
is in wor surves.
We also enclose a letter which we have just received from
one of our midwives showing the task which we have before
us in our effort to teach these women to be safe obstetricians:
Dear Sirs: i an sending for more eye drops i am only got two in the
box please send me a bottle of that medecine to give the paceions after
the babies is born and send me some blue mas pills to wash my hands
in please I wrote to you sometimes ago to send me the papers i havent
got but two planks what is the reason you havent sent them it is time
i was getting them in for this year please try to get the médecine and
pills here some time in aprii for i will want them now very soon send
me two packages of blanks about what last a year i have only two more
pacions every one i have had the doctor with me and he fills every
blank i sended in i have had good luck with all my pacions i am asking
of you kindly of you please send me a gum coat ands.boots i go night
and day and i have nothing to preteck me from the rain i am not able
to get one myself so far send me seven boxes of eye drops nomore at
present answer as soon as you get my letter for i an needing them
from the midwife
oh please send me 1 bottle of worme médecine.**
H-W-, Hume, Va.
To this we answered :
Dear Madam:—We have your letter and are sending you four
ampules of eye drops. We do not send them in bottles. You stick a
needle in the end of the wax and squeeze the drops out into the baby's
eyes.
We do not send the blue antiseptic tablets. We want to warn you,
however, against calling them blue mass pills. Blue mass is a medicine
which is taken in the mouth to act on the bowels. These blue flat
tablets are rank poison and would kill any one taking them, thinking
that they were blue mass. They are to be used, one tablet to a quart
or pint of water to bathe the hands and not for internal use. Do
not forg'et that, and do not call them blue mass. It might fool some
one into taking them. They are corrosive sublimate tablets. Never,
never call them blue mass again.
We do not think these tablets are safe for any one who has no
more sense than that. It is much safer for you to get a cake ofgermicidal soap and use that. You can get it from Miss Quísenberry,
who will send you an advertisement for it, or you can get if from adrug store there perhaps.
We are sending you also some blanks. You asked also for worm
medicine. We do not furnish that. Are you crazy, or what is the
matter with you? Do you think we can send you a gum coat and
boots? We are afraid you have not sense enough to do that kind of
work and are afraid we will have to take your permit away from you.Remember that you must never put your finger inside of a patient
for any purpose at all. That is absolutely against the law. Do not
forget that. Read all the rules on the back of your permit and practice
according to them.
In spite of the material that we have to work with, the
puerperal death rate was reduced from 497 in 1917 to 333
in 1919. The latter figures, however, will be somewhat
increased by delayed reports. This, we take it, means the
saving of perhaps 150 lives of mothers, with perhaps as many
more infants. This has been done by circular letters, bulle¬
tins, booklets and personal correspondence.
W. A. Plecker, M.D., Richmond, Va.
State Registrar.
NO PHYSICIAN OR SURGEON AS YET
IN THE HALL OF FAME
To the Editor:\p=m-\Soonthere will be the fifth quinquennial
election to the Hall of Fame. The first took place in 1900
immediately after the funds had been given anonymously
for the building of a permanent monument to the men and
women who had contributed most to the nation's well-being
and culture. According to the constitution it was agreed
that at the first election fifty national figures in art, science
and history should be chosen, and that thereafter five were
to be added every five years.
The method of procedure is such as to allow no question
as to the person's eligibility. The senate of the New York
University, made up of the dean and senior professor of
each of the university schools with the presidents or other
representatives of each of the great theological schools in
or near New York City, chooses the electors. There are a
hundred of these. Every state is represented by at least one
man. These hundred men are chosen by virtue of their emi¬
nence in some branch of national culture. They fall into
seven main divisions : authors, presidents of universities or
colleges, scientists, professors of history, jurists, high public
officials or men or women of affairs, and editors. Dr. Charles
H. Mayo, Rochester. Minn., is one of the electors. When
the names are sent in to the senate of the university they
are considered on the basis of constitutional qualifications.
Not the least important of these qualifications is the one
requiring that the nominee must have been deceased at least
ten years.
William T. G. Morton, the discoverer of ether anesthesia,
was once proposed under Group VII—Physicians and Sur¬
geons—but failed in the election. I hope there will be no
barrier to renominating the "inventor and revealer of anes¬
thetic inhalation, before whom in all time surgery was agony."
The next two greatest figures in American medicine and
surgery are perhaps Ephraim McDowell and J. Marion Sims.
McDowell performed the first rational and deliberate ovari¬
otomy, which he did in 1809, and of course without an anes¬
thetic; his patient living for thirty-two years after the opera¬
tion. As is well known, J. Marion Sims (1813-1883) gained
for himself a national and international reputation by his
invention of the speculum as an instrument for the treatment
of pelvic diseases in women, and by his perfecting the plastic
operation in the vagina for the relief of vesical fistulas.
The nominations must be sent in before May 1. Besides
erecting the tablet in the Hall of Fame, the senate of the
New York University is now considering collecting the
works, where it is possible, of all the men and women who
have thus been honored by the nation. They hope in this
manner to create a valuable "Americana," open for study
and inspection.
While there may be other great physicians and surgeons
in the past generations who have so distinguished them¬
selves as to be worthy to be classed with "America's great¬
est," I venture to say none has surpassed the achievements
of Morton, McDowell and Sims. These were real path¬
finders in science and added to human happiness and well-
being and the glory of the American medical profession.
S. Adolphus Knopf, M.D., New York.
REQUEST FOR REPRINTS ON RESEARCH IN
PHYSIOLOGY, PHYSIOLOGIC CHEMISTRY
AND PHARMACOLOGY
To the Editor:\p=m-\WhileI was visiting the Medical School
of the University of Louvain, last January, the professor of
physiology in that institution asked me to help him, if pos-
sible, in procuring reprints dealing with American research
along the lines of physiology, physiologic chemistry, pharma-
cology and related subjects. American writers desiring to
aid the department at Louvain may address reprints to Dr. A.
K. M. Noyons, Professor of Physiology, University of Lou-
vain, Louvain, Belgium.
Richard M. Pearce, M.D., New York.
County Health Administration.\p=m-\Thecounty government is
the only normal and permanent channel through which gov-
ernmental policies make the individual contact. The county
government is the organ of application in health administra-
tion.\p=m-\W.S. Rankin, Tr. Assn. Life Ins. Presidents, 1919.
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